Phantom limb experiences in congenital limb-deficient adults.
This case report describes phantom limbs in four adults with congenital limb deficiency. Case 1, with congenital absence of the left arm below the elbow, received a minor injury of the stump at age 16 and subsequently developed a full-length phantom arm, hand and fingers. Cases 2 and 3, at the ages of 26 and 30, underwent minor surgery of the lower limbs and subsequently developed vivid, full-length phantoms of their legs. Case 4, aged 31, was born with a shortened and deformed right leg, and underwent amputation of the foot and deformed part of the leg at age 3. Beginning at age 6, she developed a full-length phantom leg and foot that touched the floor, which persisted for more than 20 years. The descriptions by these four adults lend credibility to earlier reports of phantom limbs in congenital limb-deficient children. They also indicate that these phantoms may persist into adulthood.